<EDr  Editorial J

Why the NMB Agreement delayed ?

he Shipowners of India forced the seamen to be in trouble again. As such,

the Seamen’s NMB agreement is now in deep water. The earlier agreement

of Seamen Unions with the shipowners expired on 31 March 2010. As per
rule, the new agreement would be made after placement of demands by the Seamen
Unions. After the expiry of the old agreement, the INSA, the organization of the
Shipowners decided not to sign in any new agreement. The other union NUSI agreed
with the owners. But the biggest union of the seamen, FSUI raised strong protest to this
principle. In a letter, the union mentioned that if the owners do not want any fresh
agreement, the pay and other benefits as per the earlier agreement to continue. If fresh
agreement is signed in 2012, the pay of the seamen cannot be decreased. In other way,
due to price escalation the economic value of the increased pay in 2008 will automatically
go down. Money value declined due to inflation. The price index is too high. As such, if
fresh agreement is signed in 2012, Seamen will not get any benefit of pay fixed ignoring
the price index for the next two years. As per article 140 of Merchant Shipping Act,
1958 considering the owners income seamen’s pay cannot be decreased.

Due to pressure, the owners asked the unions to submit their charter of demands.
FSUI prepared their charter of demands. The Mumbai based other union NUSI wanted
assistance from FSUI for their preparation of charter so that both the unions jointly
held discussions with the owners. FSUI agreed to give assistance in this regard and
NUSI with the help of FSUI prepared their charter of demands. After that when the
owners called both the two unions for discussion, NUSI demands that six members of
their union and three members from FSUI would represent in the discussion. FSUI
raised strong objection to it because from 2000 onwards the no of representatives in all
discussions were equal. So, at the time of signing the new agreement, the same ratio to
be maintained. Moreover, FSUI is now the biggest Seamen’s Union. NUSI declared us
NMB agreement and push the seamen in misery. To keep their interest in tact, the
owners sidelined with NUSI.

Under such a condition, the NMB agreement of 2010-12 is in deep water. The joint
action of NUSI and INSA against the interest of the seamen was proved several times
earlier. Now it is opened and as such, seamen’s should raise protest to this anti-seamen’s
work. FSUI therefore appeal to all seamen to organize demonstration in the ship. If
needed, be prepare for the greater demonstration ahead.
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Trouble in Haldia Port Created by Railway Ministry

Tre prddlens of Haldia have been aggravated further by Trdian Reivays. This port is suffering franrevicgation
prdolem over a ansiderable periad of time. After the fomation of 2" UPA Government in center in May 2009,
Mukul Roy, the minister of state for shipping, a member of TMC, an all of the UPA, assured that he would do his
level best for the development of Haldia Port. Thereafter, the central assistance was stopped. The dredging of
two channels are not being done properly. Six dredgers are necessary for regular dredging. It was assured that
these dredgers would start working from the month of January 2010 and the no of dredgers would be increased
in necessity. Eight dredgers were brought to work in Auckland and Jelingham chanels. It was found that four
dredgers were so old that they could not work at all. Upto the month of May 2010, silt of 3.8 mts of Jelingham
and 4 mts of Auckland channel were cleared. The No 8 dredgers was sent to Paradeep. Before that, the
dredge-17, a dredger of improved quality had been sent to Mangalore.

For this reason, ships of 18 to 20,000 tons capacity cannot enter the Haldia Port. Still the export-import
work in Haldia was going on smoothly. Being the entry point of eastern India and for its geographical reasons,
the business people like Haldia Port. Large scale steel factories, irrespective of Government & non-government,
prefers this port for their export-import work as it is nearer to the mins. This port was the first choice of the
Shipping agents because of low transport cost. Suddenly by a notification dated 24 January 2011, the Railways
increased the transport cost by Rs. 500/-per ton. It was made effective from 27 January 2011. Due to the
sudden huge rise in transport cost, the business people connected with export-import work will now prefer
Paradeep. Though the distance from Barbil mine to Paradeep Port is more, but the freight charge is less. As per
the circular, the freight charges for the short distance would be more than the longer distance. The congress
regime’s revenue simplicity rule is being reinforced by this circular, thus hampering the industrialisation of Bengal.

For the problem created in Haldia Port, a large sector of Labourers would lose their earnings.

Within 7 days of issuing this circular, Smt Mamata Banerjee, Minister of Railways, inaugurated two projects
of Railways shipping Ministries in Haldia. The intention of these two ministries became clear to the ordinary
lebourers i.e. destroy the Haldia Port anyhow. CITU protested against this circular and has called for immediate

mass agitation. <
4 N\

Com. Anil Ganguly passes away

Comrade Anil Ganguly, the ex-vice President of Forward Seamen’s Union of India, passed away

on 9 January 2011. He was suffering for a long time. His wife expired prior to him and he is
survived by his two sons, one daughter, one son-in-law, one daughter-in-law and grand children.
Comrade Ganguly joined the Forward Seamen’s Union just after joining the sea services. Gradually
this spirited and talented Comrade became the vice president of the union and held the post till
the time of his retirement in 1992.

Forward Seamen’s Union of India as well as Samudra Darpan express their deep condolences on

his death and convey respectful homage to his bereaved family members.
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Extension of KOPT in troubled waters

The tnion ministry of shigoing has directed the autharities of KPT to put an hold the terdering rocess far
a 270 metre long multipuarpose jetty of KPT far the time being. Swi KMbhardas, Secretary, Union Shigoing
Ministry, cawe this diredtion to the astharities of KPT at a hich level mesting at New Delhi an 4 March, 2011
Tre terdering process for the jetty was to ke floated oy KPT in regoonse to its notification exterding the port
Tiits.

Tre move of KPT far extension of its limits led to widegoread protests in Orissa as the extension of limits
was expected to affect the futire of seven Yoooring minar parts in Qrissa.

Tre Qrissa government had written a letter to the Gantral Governmment an the issue. The KCPT revised part
limits extended oy mare than 200 kilo metre Sauth of Haldia into the Bay of Bancgpl covering an area of 28646
sqare kilo rmetre. The autharities of KPT exaressad anfiidence that the issue will ke solved within two-three
months and the tendering process wauld ke started.

Shri M L Meera, Chairman of KCPT said that the Shipoing Ministry has pranised the Orissa Goverrment
thet if their cocans are regarding the retianal. interest, it will ke axsidered ad the rojact will rok ke firalized
till these issues are addressed. The Govenmert of Qrissa alleged that they were not ansulted by the authadities
of KFT kefare the isse of the natification ard this unilateral adtion violated the faderal studare of the contry
which may lead to avoidable hittermess ketween the govermments of Qrissa and W est Bacgl.

Law to sink pirates

Tt is infamred that the Goverment is in favour of enacting legislation to tadkle piracy in sea which will
aepover Indian farces facing dancer autside the country’ staritay .

The camittee of secretaries (Q0S) headed by cabinet secretary K M Chandrasekhar met recently to
disauss the isse. Qe of the steos disaussad in the mesting is a praoosal to ving legislation to cdeal with ssa
pirates. This legislarion will allow Trdian faraes kasically Trdian Newy to fidht the pirates on the hich ssas ad the
caotred pirates would ke lradht to Trdia for trdal . Qurently an resae qoeratians, Irdians forces limit thamselves
to fresing the sailars held hostage. The prgoosad legislation would give tham power to use wegoons ard sink

Indian is a signatary to the N Cawvention on Law of the sea, 1982. A ratiawnl law exists governing the
aoastal regians within the sovereion taritary of Trdia. Tt is uderstood that there is ro specific provisias inthe
existing law to deal with Sea piracy As sudh, the government is goen to the idea of ringing ssarate law in the
face of hijackings of merchant ships. Tt would ke decided whether a new law would ke enacted ar any chance
in the existing law to ke mece after inter-ninisterial cysiltatians. <

61 Somali Pirates held in Arabian Sea
A big grogp of Sarali Pirates held. Tn aroad 9 anan 12 March, a grage of aoout 31 Sarali Pirates was held
by Irdian Naval farce. The spokeaman of Indian Navy, Camander PV Satish infomed that in the night of March
11, the naval ship INS KALPENI deployed on patrol duty in Arabian Sea, oot the infamation of existence of
Sorali pirates there. The merchant vessel mv Vanorur while gping thrach the Ardoian sea lacate the pirates, ship
ard informed Indian Navy . Simultanecusly, the comerders of Trdian Navy seardned the area in air JTre pirate’ s
ship Vera 5 was idantified by tham at that time. h getting the rews fran airaraft the INS Kalpeni attacked the
pirae’ s dhipat thet tine. Tre pirates then aoorted the attack ard tried to seeed avay with their vehicle VeggS.
Being suarrarced by neval ship, the pirates started firing at the pirate vessal fallowing vhich a fire lrdke art in
VepSvessal. Tre pirates then started juping into the sea. Then Nawy hit ack Veoge5 and captured 74 pecple
thee. After interrooption it is foad 61 of tham are Savali pirates ard rest 13 are fighermen of Mozanige. A
Mozanbioee flagoed fishing vessel was hijacked by these pirates. The goeration was nmece aroard 600 nautical
miles amay of W et Arabian Sea. Aoout 90 rifles and few rocket propelled grenades were recovered fram the
\pjrct&c’ poessssian. Al the caotred were lvaught to Madeai . Trvesticgtion is gping an. <
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Top Executive of S.C.I in CBI Net

Tre 2" UPA Government is immerged in corruption, the ministers & beaurocrats being involved in various
types of corrupt activities. A financial misappropriation case was also reported against TMC—MP Shri Mukul
Roy, Minister of State for Shipping. Now a similar allegation has come up against a top official of the Shipping
Corporation of India, a nationalized company, under the Shipping Ministry.

On receipt of the news of unaccounted property, the office and residence of Shri Abdesh Gupta, Dy General
Manager of Shipping Corporation of India, was raided by CBI anti-corruption Department Official on 13
February 2011, intimated by sources in CBI. It is learnt that Shri Gupta is staying in a laxirious flat in Joka under
South 24 parganas. Simultaneously, his flat in Mumbai was also searched where his son is staying. It is also
reported that the Central School at Joka was also searched where a close relative of Shri Gupta is teaching. The
said relative of Shri Gupta, is reported to have been interrogated by CBI officials. After interrogating Shri Gupta
on various occasions, huge property as well as Bank books & other papers were seized by CBI officials for
scrutiny and further actions.

Shipping Corporation of India (SCI) is always reluctant to pay wages to its employees and meeting their
minimum demands. There is no work culture in the ship, only mental torture. There officers of SCI are unjustly
expecting money by ignoring the benefits of the ship workers. «

Lok Sabha Rocked over detention of

Indian Sailors by Somali pirates.

FEleven Indian sailars were released by Sarali pirates an 9 March, 201 1. Bit there were other Trdian sailars
still held hostage an ships awned by fareign aapanies including 79 aarcad an Egyptian Ship, mv Suez.

Snt. Nirupama Rao, foreign secretary, Govt of India, mentioned that Eleven Indian Sailars on ship REK
Africana were released by Sarali pirates ard had leen pidked yo oy Scanish naval ship in vicinity.

Tre isste of 79 Indian sailors held hostace by Samali pirates rocked the Lok Sakha on 9 March, 2011
Being dissatisfied with the Govermment’ s regomse to what stees being taken for their releass, the BP & itsallies
staced a walk aut in Lok Sadwa during zero hour . Sk, Sushama Swaraj, leader of the gooosition, raised the
metter and insisted on getting an inmediate response fran the Goverrment far the release of the sailars ad
shauld not leave it to the shipowrers.

Tre fate of other Indian hostages inchiding 7P Trdian Sailars was uncertain as the hostace-takers ultimatim
far rensam to ke paid was repartedly expired on 9 March.

The questions are being asked as to why New Delhi is not doing encuch to seare safe release of the
hostaces. Tt is also asked as to why doesn’t the Governmment agree to pay rasam if it will help save lives.
Altematively why Govermment dees rnto amnsider the gotion of using farce to resae the hostaces.

Ministry of Shipping likely to form new
regulator for ports in India

Tre parts in Trdia soon ke able to fix their amn merket kased tariffs far higher retums with the Shigoing
Ministry mulling with the Tadf fAthorty for majar ports ard lringing in a rew regulatar for the sectar.

W ak is inprogress to estaalish a port regulatar for all ports far setting, mnitaring and regulating service
lerls as well as tedmnicl perfamence stardards. <
- J

THE SAMUDRA DARPA N @ JANUARY-FEBRUARY -1




10 Indians with ship hijacked by Pirates
A Maltese flagged vessel with 23 crew mendeers was hijacked oy Samali pirates, of them 10 were Indians.
Tre incident occorrred a few nautical miles away fran the east coast of Qran.
Tre camnication of the vessel was ait off and pirates loarding the ship fran two Skiffs were cgotured by
aneritine patrol aircaft.

Oil tanker hijacked off Oman
A USHourd oil tanker carrying Kiwati Crude of £ the coast of Gren was seized by anred pirates, the ship’ s
Greak Manager said on 9 Felaruary, 011 (Wednesday) in an area where seaborme gangs goerate. The Trere
3L, avery large anoe carrier was carrying about 2 million karrels of arce oil worth rochly doout $200 million
market prices. In a statarent, the Gresce lasad Capany Fresel said. “This moming the vessel was attacked
by armed men.” <

17 Indians with Ship hijacked by Pirates

An Ttalian—flaged Shipping vessel ‘MV Savina Caylyn’ with 17 Indian ard 5 Ttalian crew maroers was
hijacked in the Indian Ocean while heading to Malaysia fran Sudan. The spokespeerson of Divectar General of
exclusive econanic zae.’ <

Labour Law amendment

Tre law related to the regulation ard doolition of aotract labor is ansicerad to e avenced by the goverm-
ment. Tt was nmentioned by Shri Mallikarjun Kharcge, laboar Minister thet a tripartite grogp mesting would ke
held to rgoart an how to regulate the wages ard service caditions. Cnsidering the reoart of the comiittes, an
avercdrent ( in the Contract Iabour Regulation and Amendment Act) if fourd necessary would be dore.

During Questicn Hour in Parliavent, Shri Knorce exaressed anfidence that the raport of the tripartite grap
would ke able to solve the issite like uneven wages to contract warkers ard enployment of cantract warkers in
Jdos where reqular warkers are warking. <

Gujrat witnesses highest number strikes in industrial sector

New Delhi 25 Feb (PIT) Gujrat witnessed the highest runboer of strikes ard other foms of laborr urest in
recat times, lased an issues like wace ard allowence, bowss, persarel, indiscipline ard financial stringency,
the Foonanic survey for 2010-11 said. However, the total man-days lost die to labarr urest in India has
declined by over 81 percernt.

Qujrat Chief Minister Narendra Modi has been trying to project the state as investent: frierdly, claiming to
have allacted irvestiments of Rs. 20.83 lakh crare in the two cay lag ‘“Vilorant Gujrat Sumiit” held in Jamvary .

Quoting the labour Rureau’ s provisianal data, the survey showed a decrease in the nindoer of strikes ard
lock outs fram 349 in 2009 to 99 in 2010 ard in the total muer of man-days lost fran 9169037 in 2009 to

1699826 ard 2010. «
AN /
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Protest Rally by TUS for High market Prices

Pratesting agpinst the hich food prices, uanployment and also darerding a social seardty furd far unorcanized
warkers, aoout 1.5 1akh warkers af filiated to varicus trace unians joired a merch to parliavent cn W ednesday,
23" February, 2011. In a rare display of unity, the congress-affiliated trade union, Indian National Trade Union
Congress also joined the rally with other trade unions. The move of INTUC was remarkable as it marched
against the policies of a government led by the party it is affiliated to. Their leaders maintained that they were
protesting the increased hardships faced by the workers.

The vehicular traffic of Delhi roads were completely blocked as long lines of workers carrying flags and
shouting slogans shaked through.

Shri Gurudas Dasgupta, General Secretary of AITUC mentioned that Shri G.Sanjeeva Reddy, the President
of INTUC ignoring the pressure from the Government and his party, was with us and their credit due to him. He
further mentioned. “We will intensify the movement if the Government does not relent.”

The leaders of different trade unions met the Speaker of Lok Sabha, Smt Meira Kumar and submitted a
memorandum reiterating several long standing demands which included curbing price rise and unemployment is
restraining police from intervening in legitimate trade union activities, greater allocation to the National Security
Fund and inclusion of casual and contract Labourers as beneficiaries and stricter implementation of labour laws.

Unaffiliated trade unions from banking, insurance, defence, electricity, port and docks, telecom and Post &
Telegraph also joined the march. <

Delay in erection of Ship Building Yard

A Ship Building factary was scheduled to ke erected in Badu area of East Midngpore District. But the
establigment of the factary has leen delayed by the dactic caditions areated by the Trinamil Congress —
Maoist nexus on carpletion of last Lok Sadna electians ard all the develgarental programes initiated by Ieft
Fratt Goverrment in the Stated W est Baopl have been stalled by them. The ship huilding arganisation Bernoal
shipyard has blared the recart political disaders of the state for the sare instesd of alleging the TMC directly .

In the year 2007, Banogl Shipyard Co., a aapany set Up by a joint verture between Kolkata’ sARJ Surendra
group and Mumbai’ s Barat Shipyard, proposed the state govenment to set up a ship luilding factary .The
State Governrment arranced far 500 acres of lard in Badu area of Fast Midngoare. At the time, the aost of the
roject was estinated to ke Rs. 1500 crares.

Fnitially there were sare prablens regarding lard acquisition, after the intervention ot the metter was
settled anicably of the State Govenrment. The project was delayed die to the inflation in the gldeal Ship
Ruilding merket. Anyhow, Baopl Shipyard (., care faverd with the willingness to estaalish the factary early
in the year 2010. B the joint action of Trinamil Cangress and Maoists farced tham to take o the principle of
‘G Slow’. Sl Vijay Kumar, Managing Divectar of Benggl Shipyard Co intimated that they are willing to
axnstruct the factary at an early date. He has goined that ship luilding in the Fastem Coastal regicn will ke
resoarceful.

Shri Partha Bummen Roy, Directar of the Gaypany intimated that they exoect to start camercial production
of the factary by the year 2013. He further intinated that huilt in their a awll factary locared in the Kolkata pot
area they have sold two arall ships to a Gamen arganization. Big ships would ke lnailt yo in Berogl Shipyard

\aftefcmstnn:im. 23
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Call of 23" February

Joint rally of labourers calling for change of few relating
to killing of labourers by the Govt.

Delhi reads were closad doan by the agitating labourers. The movarert of vehicles ard others were practically
stapped by the agitated labourers who care fram dif ferent parts of the coatry an 23" February, 2011. The
demands were stop escalation of price rise, unemployment, retrenchment of labourers and decrease of
emoluments. The leaders of the labourers were asking the government for change of anti-labour laws. The main
speaker was congress leader & president of INTUC Sanjeeva Reddi. The call for aggression parliament was
given jointly by CITU, AITUC, INTUC, HMS, AIUTUC, TUCC, AICCTU, UTUC etc, unions.

While the labourers were shouting outside, the leftist M.Ps were busy to discuss the issue with the government
on the floor of parliament. Com. Sitaram Yechuri, M.P. said that when we were discussing within the parliament
foodsteps of lakhs of labourers on the Delhi roads could be heard. They had not come to see Delhi but came to
tell about their grievances keeping their families aside.

The government did an impossible work. All labourers were united. Thank given to the government for
making all unions united.

In this context, the message given by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar while submitting the draft constitution to the Parliament
on 25" November 1949 may be remembered. Dr Ambedkar told, ”’In our social and economic life, we shall, by
reason of our social and economic structure, continue to deny the principle of one-man one value. How long
shall be continue to live this life of contradictions? ........ we must remove this contradictions at the earliest
possible moment, or else, those who suffer from inequality will blowup the structure of political democracy,
which this assembly has so laboriously built up.” If we cannot remember the warnings given by Dr. Ambedkar,
few lakhs people assembly in Delhi would become assembly of few crorers in future.

The seamen of India are suffering like other labourers. Though they are staying in water, they have to flight
jointly with the labourers staying in the land. Indian labourers whether in land or water, they are to be united to
keep their life and occupation. <

Naval Ship rescued crew & vessel from pirates control

Defence spokesperson cgotain M Nahier said that as a part of Qeeration Islard watch far surveillance of £
the Lakshadweep Islands, the INS Suvarna on 27 March 2011, intercaoted a pirate mother vessel called
Morteza, an Tranian trawler hijadked by the pirates off the Lakshadwesp. Nearly after three hours of qoeration
by Irdian ravy, 16 crew menders, 12 of whan were Tranians and rest Pakistanis were resased ard 16 Saralian
pirates were goorehanced.

Caotain Nanbiar added that geeration began when a maritime recomnaissance aircraft TU-142 on patrol
located Morteza while regponding to a distress call received at the Maritime Rescue Co-ardination center
(MRCC) at 11 a.m fram a merchant ship mv Maersk Kensington.

INS Swvarma was faci litated by the airaraft to interact the pirate ship. Coast GQuard ship 105 Sangran also
diverted for the goeration. The pirates attanptad to escape fram the area sesing the aircraft and the Naval
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hostaoes ard landhed a Life Raft far pirates. The goeration lasted far 3 haurs.

Irdian Nawvy foiled the pirates attack an March 13 ard goarehenced a pirate’ s mother ship resauing 13 crew
memoers and caught 61 Samali Sea lrigands albout 600 nautical miles of £ the westerm coast in Araloian Sea.

Mass rally organized by Merchant Navy

Officers’ Welfare Association

The seafarers warking an ships all araard the warld are facing threat to life franpiracy . The trangoort of
world’ s goods is hanpered heavi 1y due to increase of piracy and hijacking of ships by Saralian pirates in
dif ferert areas of smas. The attraction of pegole at sea jdos is being diminished day by day . The shipping
aapanies ard their insurers have to pay far increasing anti-piracy measures, extra fiel ard ransan. The extra
cost keing inarred therdoy eventual 1y passed on to the ardinary consurers. The chances of recovery of the
warld’ s econany Jegeardized by this threat to world trade. Capture of Samali pirate ship near Iakshadesp
revesls the sericusress of thenetter.

Toprctest acpinst the piracy and hijadking of seafarers by Saralian pirates, amess protest rally was ar ganized
by the Merchant Navy Of ficys W elfare Associatian, Trdia. A solidarity march was held on 25 Feauary, 2011
at 5.30 hrs franm Rajendra Maidan to Hich Cart junction of Kochi city by the Association along with other
Unions and Associatians. The representatives of Faward Searen’ s Uhion of Trdia were also presart in the rally
uoer the leecership of i A BDes, presidat of the Union. A huce gathering of seamen’ s wes arganized on
thet cay inthe city of Kodhi.. %

Sea Brigands of Somali Sea

Push up cover costs & Sales

A garg of Sareli hich sea pirates sat a sinple it sharp message, “Seasm’ s Gestings. W e have taken over
yaur ship. Sad sixmillion dollars.” After traveled acress three cottinents, the piece of paeer is to reach the
office of insurance firm in London which sold covers ard will take care of a possible ransan darerd.

Insurance policies are keing sold an a transit kasis ad in sare cases sare shipowrers by kack the covers.
Tre pramium has gore 1o 50% in the past ten months. The industry officials said that the rate could range fram
$7,000 / 8,000, a transit to as hich as $40,000 for vessels with little searity . Fery math far to five aovers are
sold to Trdian shigoing lires.

A very hardful of insurance aarpanies in Haldia are selling the marine protection aovers which caotures a
risk well beyard the petty theft ad piragy .

Tre shipowers after getting the naws of kidragping calls special nindser to get professiasal help fran arisis
amsultants. The arisis ansultants are having pegple mostly kased ot of the UK. ard are having military ard
saaret service edkgroad. In retum, these pegole help the shipowers ar derterers to regctiate. These aysultats
are not talking directly to the pirates because if the pirates aare to know of any professianl help, ask for mare
nmorey ard act toudh.

Tre threat was sansed by Tndian Shigoing lines after Octdeer, 2009 when more than 24 Indian sailars were
taken hostacge by Sarali pirates in a Panamenian-flagoed ulk carrier near Seydrellers. Over the past decack,
the incidents of piracy off the Samli coast have surged causing gldoal odies like Intermaticnal Maritime
Or canisation to woice caxem. As per media reparts, pirates impacted very severely in the delivery of food aid
\shjpreitsto Mrica. <
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